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Secret communication

As supplies were scarce in the Prisoners of War (POW) camps, the Japanese allowed
the families of the internees to send them a limited amount of food. This became a
channel for the POWSs to maintain contact with the outside world.

After the fall of Hong Kong, most of the defenders who survived the Battle for Hong
Kong were captured and detained. One of them was Portuguese Captain Christopher
D’Almada of the Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps. His younger sister, Gloria
D’Almada Barretto, brought him food in a jar, and he came up with the idea of
writing about the situation inside the camp on a piece of thin circular paper, placing
it in the lid of the food jar and covering it with a thick cardboard before returning it
to his sister. Using this method, Christopher wrote many letters to his family. Gloria

also sent messages to her brother in the same way.



